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´´ Arson is hard to solve because the fires destroy all the 
evidence. (All crimes are hard to solve.)

´´ Arson becomes more frequent in difficult economic times. 
(No such relationship exists.)

If you have a burning desire to learn more about arson (pun 
intended), you should visit the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion’s website (http://www.nfpa.org/).

´´ Public Order Crime

Public order crime refers to a class of crimes that appear to be 
victimless but are classified as crimes because of the belief that 
they harm the public order in some way. These would also include “crimes 
of moral turpitude,” or crimes defined as illegal because members of the 
community believe the offenses violate society’s morals. Examples of public 
order crime include alcohol-related crime, prostitution, and status offenses 
(see Figure 4.6).

Alcohol-Related Crime
In the United States, many alcohol-related crimes exist, including pub-
lic drunkenness offenses, underage-drinking crimes, and drunk driving. 
Public drunkenness laws specify that individuals are prohibited from being 
drunk in a public setting. Such laws give police officers a great deal of 
discretion. Some state laws specify that individuals may be sentenced to 

Former TLC singer Lisa Lopes was arrested after burning 
down her boyfriend’s mansion.
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